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Well, I went to the Inauguration. Bill invited 
America to come on down, and as far as I could tell, 
America came. You all saw some of it on TV, but you 
weren’t there, simply because you do not have the desire 
to stand for three hours with every molecule of your body 
| - pressing againstsix otherpeople’s bodies, in 30° weather, 
with no bathrooms in sight. 

Fortunately for you, I was there, so as a 
public service, this column will now offer several min- 
utes of random impressions about the recent transition of 
power. 

° [haven’t seen so many men wearing monkey suits and women stuffed into stiff, 
uncomfortable, ugly, expensive, sequined gowns since my senior prom. 

° On Inauguration Day there were no homeless people noticeable in downtown 
Washington. The next day there were. 

* I stood next to former criminal Marion Barry. Several people asked if they could 
have their picture taken with him. I asked if he could get me any drugs. 

° I saw Whizzer White and Ron Brown and Bill and Al waving from their cars. 
(Bill and Al have DC plates #1 and #2. Another example of what powerful people can do. 
Ithink they should give those low numbers to homeless people who are living in their cars. 
At least then people would say, “Wow, where’d you get those low numbers?”) 

° I heard the crowd roar when Bill and Al got out two blocks from where I was 
standing, and I saw them walking: tiny, happy people. _ 

¢ How to tell the visitors from the residents in Washington: residents are required 
to wear topcoats. It’s the topcoat capital of the universe. If residents defy the topcoat 
requirement, the district police cut the tassels off their loafers. 

¢ After sharing my molecules with the crowd (see above), I found Western 
Massachusetts’ own Wholesale Klezmer Band, which was in the front row of the parade 
route, playing music. Someone near me asked what kind of music the band was playing. 
Isaid it was Yiddish, Eastern European. The person said, “It’s good.” The band let me into 
their front-row seats, which is why I can bring you such insightful Inauguration coverage. 
Thanks to their musicianship and kindness, when the parade ended the entire band ascended 
into heaven, so don’t look for them to be playing locally soon. 

» Everywhere I wentI heard people talking about how good they felt, and how they 
finally felt included in America. There’s nothing particulary funny about that, or even 
cynical, but it was pervasive, and I really enjoyed hearing it. 

* Two days after the Inauguration I went down to the Vietnam Memorial, because 
Vietnam defined my life. Among other emotions, I was happy the new President had been 
a protestor, even if he sometimes tried to pretend he wasn’t. 

Then I came home to get back to work. And to see if there was a part for me in 
this new band I hear is getting together — this New Beginning in America, with W.J. 
Clinton on sax. I know that’s corny, but so is Kansas in August, and people applaud that 
at the drop of a hat. Clap, clap, clap. Thank you very much. It’s great to be here. 
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THE BRASS & FERN 


HEAVEN AND HELL 

by Teresa M. Truitt 

If life is meaningful, then 
surely death must be meaningful 
too. Not being religious, | grapple 
with the dilemma of an afterlife in 
terms of what | know from life, and if 
there's anything I've learned from 
life, it’s that everything is relative. 

_ | conclude, therefore, that in 
the afterlife, everything is relative: 
what seems excellent to one person 
is a major bummer to another. It's 
my own version of Heaven and Hell. 
Here’s how it works: 

Mall Hell 

Mall Hell is constructed of 
several levels of degradation and 
misery. The first level is the outer 
circumference of the mall — the 
“parking” lot. It twists and wanders 
through a maze-like series of lanes 
and alleys, all of them completely 
full. Just as you're about to exit the 
lot in disgust, you spot a large car 
backing out of aspace near the main 
entrance. You race for the lane, 
jockeying for position, cutting your 
wheels, only to discover it's already 
taken by a moped. 


HURRY UP! You'Re 
“MISSING (T/ 


Inside the mall are rude 
shopclerks, dangerous children, un- 
attractive art, and indigestible food. 
So far, just like life. But you knowit's 
Hell when you come upon a per- 
forming arts exhibition in the mall’s 
main concourse. The mariachi- 
accordian-tuba band is all warmed 


: up and waiting for the star performer 


— you! 

Mall Heaven 

There is no Mall Heaven. 

Urban Heaven/Rural Hell 

One of a pair of afterlife alter- 
natives, the Urban Heaven/Rural Hell 
complex presents the very same set 
of circumstances to two different 
types of inmates. It’s a complete 
‘urban metropolis, lovingly replicated 
with Machiavellian accuracy. For 
those in Heaven, there are taxis, 
first-rate shopping, a myriad of so- 
cial activities, dazzling, dramatic pan- 
oramas of street crime (enacted for 
their viewing pleasure), darling bis- 
tros, and a stunningly-crafted sky- 
line. : 

For those in Hell, however, 
there are public transport systems 
filled with despair, fear, and anause- 
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ating stench, an overwhelming array 
of social obligations (faux pas in- 
cluded), dazzling, dramatic panora- 
mas of street crime (enacted for their 
viewing horror), ghastly, expensive, 
trendy bistros, and a skyline that 
chokes the sun. Shopping is out of 
the question, because claustropho- 
bia overwhelms the would-be buy- 
ers, who are used to shopping in 
Stores with aisles the width of well- 
plowed fields. 
Rural Heaven/Urban Hell 
Recent Rural Heaven arriv- 

als are presented with a fresh batch 
ofnewly-discovered first cousins who 
recognize and adopt them immedi- 
ately. Many a long summer day is 
spent in communal inebriation in 
pastoral settings. The ideal for the 
Rural Heaven-dweller is a Stable 
dull, eventless post-existence, So 
there are no surprises here. Days of 
good fishing, fine brewing, rustic so- 
cial gatherings all follow one another 
as in a hazy, golden dream. 

ye This package offers some 
unique terrors for Hell-bound urban- 
ites. Immediately upon arrival, they 
are greeted by large, well-fed People 
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who claim family relationship to them. 
Thus claimed, they are bundled off 
to the “homestead,” a remote, de- 
ceptively quaint edifice that doesn't 
even have cable. They are com- 
pelled to “set” on the veranda, a 
dangerous, wooden structure bor- 
dered by vicious “pets” that threaten 
to rub against them, uninvited. Real 
horror sets in when new arrivals are 
informed the nearest bus stop back 
to civilization is “a few parsecs down 
the road,” and the bus usually doesn't 
Stop, but the driver honks just to be 
friendly. Atthe evening meal, urban- 
ites must listen to undoubtedly in- 
bred violence-freaks urging them to 
try an unrecognizable dish of “food.” 
Throughout, the natives are relent 
lessly friendly, warm, and solicitous. 

Of course there are other 
Heavens and Hells: TV sitcom 
Heaven & Hell, Disco H & H, BoD 
Hope H & H, and so on. | only 
described the ones | did because 
they're the ones | expect to be admit 
ted to. Like | Said, I’m not religious. 
But | am realistic. 
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Special Inauguration Report -- by Mike Chrisman 


My earliest memory of a political nature was a couple of 
sing-song chants about Adlai Stevenson. One went: “Adlai smells 
badly” (sung until the Democratic ten-year-old you were taunting 
wrestled you to the ground). The other was the equally insightful: 
“Eisenhower’s in the White House, ready to beelected;/Stevenson’s 
in the garbage can, ready to be collected.” } 

I was eleven when Ike was elected the second time. Four 
years earlier I wasn’t fully tuned into the political process. I could 
barely tie my shoes. But in ’56 I knew that Ike and Adlai were 
running. I had some sense that they were always running, just like 
the World Series always featured the Yankees and Dodgers. I 

-remember asking my folks who they were voting for. [remember 
thinking that this was an important question...like “Do you believe 
in God?” or “Are you a Communist?” I remember I was standing 
in their bedroom when I asked them. They told me, “Eisenhower, 
of course.” Their answer was unemotional, bloodless, as if I’d 
asked them what time it was, and they told me: “It’s the Fifties.” 

The first person I ever voted for was Eldridge Cleaver (no 
relation to The Beav). It was 1968, and America was burning. 
Mine was a protest vote (duh!). But I had hitchhiked from Boston 
to Madison to work for Gene McCarthy that Spring, and I had been 
to a rally where Jerry Rubin told everybody they really needed to 
go to Chicago to preserve democracy, and I had seen the cops 
beating up hippies on Boston Common, and protest seemed worth 
voting for. 

Four years later, Imade my way to the American Consulate 
in Istanbul to throw my vote away for George McGovern. Then 
Jimmy Carter came along, and I was happy forhim, andI got weepy 
when Anwar Sadat hugged Menachim Begin and Jimmy hugged 
them both. He was one of the most honorable men ever to live in 
that house (hey, Ronnie— care to donate a lecture fee to Habitat for 
Humanity?). But now he’s a footnote, of course, thanks to 
Reaganbush, the debtmeister. 

So it’s with some measure of joy and anticipation that I 
welcome Bill and Hillary (and Al. I’m still scared of Tipper, 
though.). I guess that’s why I went to their inauguration. (Note: 7 
“Inauguration” comes from the Etruscans, an ancient people who 
were famed for augury — they were the tabloid psychics of 350 BC, 
except instead of cards and crystal balls, they used devices like 
bird-flights and sheep’s livers, which I bet worked at least as well 
as 1-900-PSYCHIC does today.) 

Anyway, the Inauguration was a fine party. Years later, 
I'll be able to tell audiences on the lecture circuit, “Hey —I went 
to Woodstock and Clinton’s Inauguration.” But now I just want to 
tell those new administration characters, “Don’t blow it, yo.” I 
want to say, “Keep your eyes on the prize.” I want to say, “Just 

dance with the one that brung ya, and you won’t end up being a 

footnote. You'll be a chapter heading.” 

Because I think they might be able to do it. Them and us, 

Imean. I really, really do. No, really. It says so right here in the 

sheep’s liver. 
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Mike Chrisman is interviewed for Attorney General position 


Joe Kurland & Sherry Mayrent of Wholesale Klezmer Band | 
catch up on their hometown newspaper 
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Our new president (arm in back seat) in DC Lind #1 


EARTHWEEK: A DIARY OF THE PLANET 


By Steve Newman 


Winter Storms 

Aseries of powerful Pacific 

weather disturbances 

brought further rounds of 
flooding and mudslides to California, 
Arizona and around Tijuana, Mex. 
Besides the inundation of low-lying 
areas, hillside homes slipped off their 
foundations due to the downpours, 
which fell on supersaturated ground. 
The torrential rains overwhelmed 
Sewage treatment facilities, flushing 
untreated waste into the water along 


Southern California’s famed 


beaches. 

A county maintenance worker in 
Chula Vista, Calif., was killed in- 
stantly when he was struck by light- 
ning while digging a drainage ditch. 

Robin Conzelman of Lake Forest 
was holding an umbrella when a 
gust of wind lifted her five feet into 
the air and hurled her 50 feet. “I feel 
like Mary Poppins and everyone 
keeps calling me the Wizard of Oz,” 
said the sprained and bruised 21- 
year-old. A tornado passing nearby 
at the time of the wind gust toppled 
trees and damaged several homes 
in the Orange County community, 
just south of Los Angeles. 


Wild Winds 
al Shifting weather patterns 
S across the Pacific North- 
west spawned a powerful 


windstorm that killed at least four 
people and left almost 750,000 resi- 
dents without power. Hurricane-force 
winds in Washington caused schools 
to close and halted traffic on major 
highways. 


Drought 


Asecond year of droughtin 

southern Africa will wipe out 

most of South Africa's 
maize crop if there is no rain by the 
end of January, according to a lead- 
ing economist. "If good rains fall soon, 
a large part of the country's 7 million 
acres of threatened maize could be 
saved," said Andre Ferraira, senior 
economist at the National Maize Pro- 


ducers Organization. 


Smog 
Warm and windless con- 
ditions prevailing across 

the central Mediterranean 
are responsible for an episode of un- 
healthful air that has forced officials 
to close factories and ban automo- 
bile travel from northern Italy to 
Athens. The smog was so bad in 
Florence before the measures were 
imposed that a traffic policewoman 
became ill and had to be taken to a 
clinic. In Rome, more than 6,600 
renegade motorists caught ignoring 
the ban were fined $75 each. 


Tropical Storms 


Cyclone Colina pummeled 

6) the French island territory 
of Reunion in the western 

Indian Oceanwith 110-mile-per-hour 
winds. No deaths or injuries were 
reported, but the storm uprooted 
trees and tore the roofs off homes. 
Weak tropical cyclone Dessilia 
formed briefly in the Mozambique 


Channel. 


LL 


Every Friday Night!! 
$1 Per Game ae 
Strollin’ Roland is Crankin’ 

¢ 
50* Hot D ogs the Oldies and Takin’ Requests! 


50* Sodas 


525 


FREE 
SHOE RENTAL 
WITH THIS AD 


Pleasant Street e 


NORTHAMPTON 


PRIZES AND SURPRISES! STARTING JAN. 22 


BOWL 


NIFTY FIFTIES! 
Come Party With Us 


Renland, : 
“Greenland 


Dessilia 


Earthquakes 


A powerful undersea tem- 
is blor rocked 27 Japanese 

cities just four days after 
the country’s strongest earthquake 
in adecade left two people dead and 
injured 425 others. The first, most 
destructive quake caused the worst 
damage andinjuries around Kushiro 
on Hokkaido Island. 

Movements were also felt in Indo- 
nesia's Molucca region, southeast 
Tibet, the Mariana Islands, central 
Alaska, central Italy, the San Fran- 
cisco Bay Area, and from southeast 
Tennessee to northern Georgia. 


Swarming Season 


The U.N. Food and Agri- 
culture Organization warn- 

ed that swarms of locusts 
are threatening countries along the 
Red Sea. FAO advised that the out- 
breaks be contained quickly to pre- 
vent the movement of the insects 


into inland countries already suffer- 
ing from drought and civil war. 
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Last Chance 


Biologists in Floridabelieve 
ea the only way to save the 

state’s endangered pan- 
ther may be to crossbreed it with its 
western cousin, the Texas mountain 
lion. Only about 30 to 50 of the 
tawny-brown cats are left in the wild. 
Many suffer from disease, have ge- 
netic defects, or are too closely re- 
lated to each other and thus unsuit- 
able for further breeding. “Inthe past 
three years, we've been finding more 
and more animals with congenital 
heart defects, and many males are 
being born with underdeveloped re- 
productive organs,” said Chris 
Belden of the Florida Game and 
Fresh Water Fish Commission. It’s 
believed that crossbreeding with the 
panther’s cousin would strengthen 
the breed. 


Additional Sources: Meteo France Forecast 
office at Reunion, Mauritius Meteorological 
Service, U. S. Climate Analysis Center, U. S. 
Earthquake Information Center, and the World 
Meteorological Organization. : 


Next Weekend 
(Feb. 5&6) 


The Orphans 


Friday and Saturday, 
Jan. 29th & 30th: 


2O0G° 4° LO0'S 


ll eee 
Live Bands 


Every Friday 
and Saturday! 
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Vertex: Selectrocution Baystate Hotel: Frances Gumm, Foo, Rumblepuppy 
THU Dave's Other Place: Garry & the Mood Swingers City Cafe: D} w/ dance music 

Pearl Street: The Blushing Brides, The Choice Iron Horse: Jane Siberry 
TWENTYEIGHT Pleasant St. Theatre: The-Player 


x 


Vertex: Led Zep tribute: Counter Attack Alley Oops: Boog A Loo Dave's Other Place: Sax Maniacs City Cafe: DJ w/ dance 


music Huke Lau/Comedy Connection: R-Rated Hypnotist Frank Santos Academy of Music: The Crying Game 
Pleasant St. Theatre: Damage, The Year That Punk Broke Hotel Northampton: Hal Benoit, Charlie Schmidt 


-- TWENTYNINE Pearl Street: Little Jimmy & The Bad Boys Iron Horse: Stanley Jordan Peking Garden: Sara Cytron, Bob Gautreau (Fag w/a. 
gag, Dyke w/a mike) Green River Cafe: Andre Ryabov 


Vertex: Selectrocution Baystate Hotel: Rent Party, Southgoing Zax, Mentos Iron Horse: Taj Mahal Pleasant St. Theatre: Damage, 
The Year That Punk Broke Green River Cafe: Craig Eastman, w/ Tom McClung Alley Oops: Boog A Loo Dave’s Other Place: Joe 
oe Salens with the Allstar Homs Pleasant St. Theatre: Damage, The Year That Punk Broke City Cafe: DJ w/ dance music Huke 

te rene Y: Lau/Comedy Connection: Adam Sandler (from SNL) Academy of Music: The Crying Game Hotel Northampton: Charlie Schmidt, 
: Chalyce Blair Pearl Street: Rippopotamus Peking Garden: Sara Cytron, Bob Gautreau (Fag w/a gag, Dyke w/a mike) 


Academy of Music: The Crying Game Alley Oops: New Country w/ DJ Mike P. fron Horse: Seldom Seen (sold out) 
Vertex: Tin Pan Alley Pleasant St. Theatre: Damage, The Year That Punk Broke Green River Cafe: Poets & Players Series 


Tiler . 
Academy of Music 584-8435 
Amherst Cinema 253-5426 


Academy of Music: The Crying Game 


Iron Horse: Herschler Bros. . 
pb Academy of Music: The Crying Game Calvin 584-2310 
Pearl : Marshall Tuck d, Bear M i 
O earl Street: Marshall Tucker Band, Bear Mountain Garden Theater 774-4381 


Greenfield Cinemas . 772-0298 
Hampshire Mall 584-7550 
Mountain Farms 584-91 53 
Pleasant Street 586-0935 
TowerTheaters 533-2663 


Academy of Music: The Crying Game 
Alley Oops: Classic Rock w/ DJ Steve 
Iron Horse: PVFS Open Stage 
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Lucinda Williams at The Iron Horse -- Tobey photo 


Vertex: Selectrocution /ron Horse: Ani DiFranco 
- Alley Oops: All Request w/ DJ Bobby C. City Cafe: DJ w/ dance music 
mow i 


be Sot inn 
RANE. 


Dave’s Other Place: West End Blues Band Academy of Music: The Crying Game 
Pearl Street: Physical Graffiti 


CYyr3 


tou 
te 


BABS 


Dave’s Other Place: Wade Mikkola w/ Montenia Green River Cafe: Al Fuller Blues Band Alley Oops: The Orphans 


FRI Baystate Hotel: The Nightcrawlers Vertex: Cliffs of Dooneen Hotel Northampton: Tom Savoy, Hal Benoit 
Pearl Street: Rattle & Hum (U2 Tribute) City Cafe: DJ w/ dance music Peking Garden: Paul Kozlowski, David Cook & guests 


woey. 


Iron Horse: Tony Vacca/Tim Moran Alley Oops: The Orphans Dave's Other Place: Charles.Langford 


Huke Lau/Comedy Connection: Emo Philips City Cafe: D) w/ dance music 
Peking Garden: Paul Kozlowski, David Cook & guests Hotel Northampton: Charlie Schmidt, Chalyce Blair 


Green River Cafe: Brooks Williams Baystate Hotel: The Nightcrawlers 
Pearl Street: James Cotton w/ Luther Tucker & David Maxwell, Wildcat O’Halloran Vertex: Selectrocution 


Iron Horse: Cordelia’s Dad, The Schramms Vertex: The Vibes Alley Oops: New Country w/ D) Mike P. 
Green River Cafe: Joe DiCenso, Ed Byrnes Jazz Workshop 


MON Pearl Street: Widespread Panic 
Iron Horse: Kenny Garrett Quartet 
Green River Cafe: Marcello Blanco 
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TOM VACCA/ 
TIM MORAN 


, CORDELIA’S DAD 
& THE SCHRAMMS 


20 CENTER STREET 
NORTHAMPTON 


Att AGEs ALways. FuLt RESTAURANT 
* Kips 5-16: $5 Resate @ Door 
e SMOKE FREE PERFORMANCE 


280-8686" 
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EARTHWEEK: A DIARY OF THE PLANET 


Floods 

Several waves of heavy 
ng tain which spread across 

northwest Mexico and the 
southwestern U.S. triggered mud- 
slides and severe flooding over a 
wide area. One of the hardest-hit 
cities was Tijuana, where 20 people 
were killed and 3,000 made home- 
less by the inundations. In Arizona, 
the raging Salt River reached its 
highest level in 13 years. 

Massivefloodinginthe Philippines 

forced about53,000 from their homes 
and killed 11 people in Davao del 
Norte province. 


Winter 

Powerful winter storms 

pounded the U.S. from 

coast to coast, bringing 
heavy rain, record snowfall, and 
bone-chilling temperatures. A 
weather system that had brought 
more than a foot of snow to areas 
from California to the Great Plains 
moved into the Northeast, closing 
highways, causing traffic accidents, 
and interrupting air travel. Topeka, 
Kan., was covered by its biggest 
snowfall in 93 years when 17 inches 
fell within a 24-hour period. 

Flights into the Iranian capital were 
canceled and weekly prayers at 
Tehran University disrupted by. a 
knee-deep snowfall. Streets in the 
city of 10 million people were de- 
serted, giving it the eerie look of a 
ghost town. - 


Epidemic 


Cholera has claimed more 

than 200 lives In the Zam- 

bian capital of Lusaka. Asa 
precaution against the spread of the 
disease, the health minister ordered 
the city’s schools not to reopen for 
the new term. On average, at least 
eight people are dying of cholera in 
Lusaka each day. The country’s 
worst epidemiconrecordkilled more 
than 500 people in the Copperbelt 
province during November, and sol- 
diers were brought in to bury the 
victims in mass graves. 


WILMINGTON 


(in Zaeramic Clintovision 


ONE TROGLODYTE 


A flossy of ocelots. 


strip themes. 


Max Roach? 


A blank of Match Game participants. 

A manchild of rottweilers. 

A flounce of rhinoplasty. 

A thinking-man's quantity of 
thinking-man's stuff. 

A velocity of barn swallows. 


A jumpsuit of Deadheads. 

A goatee of ponderous literature. 
A lot of self-important film students. 
A backpedal of Clinton supporters. 
A tentacular of things with tentacles. 
A vestibule of fair maidens. 


A deathbed of strained comic 


Earthquakes 

Six South African miners 
IK died and seven were in- 

jured after a tremor shook 
agold mine about 125 miles south- 
west of Johannesburg. An earth- 
quake shaking the Caribbean island 
of Jamaica sentthousands of people 
tushing into the streets, cracked 
windows, and caused other minor 
structuraldamage. Earth movements 
were also felt in northwest Iran, 
southern Turkey, Japan's Izu penin- 
sula, the northern Philippines, Ar- 
kansas, and Southern California. 


Twister 

Scores of villages in 
=a Bangladesh's tea-produc- 

ing Sylhet and Sunamganj 
districts were damaged by atomnado 
that skipped across the ground for 
several minutes. At least 32 people 
were killed, including 14 who 
drowned when a ferry was over- 
turned by the twister at a terminal in 
Sylhet. 


rp) 


by Marl. Kendall 


with thanks to A.S. and J.W. 


A sixpack of mollusks. 
A swath of Visigoths. 


January Chill 

The bitter Siberian chill 
WT blowing over most of Eu- 

rope during the previous 
two weeks finally froze the Danube 
River. in Bulgaria, paralyzing river 
transportation. Hungary, Austria, and 
Germany have also suspended navi- 
gation due to the large chunks of ice 
floating on the waterway. 

Croatian television reported that 
485 people had died of hunger and 
frigid temperatures in eastern Bo- 
snia-Herzegovina. 
Tempest-Tossed 

Strong winds and rain 
eS lashed northern Egypt for 

two consecutive days, 
shutting down the ports of Alexan- 
dria and Suez. The storms brought 
down trees, street lights, and bill- 
boards along the coast. 

Hurricane-force winds battering 
Great Britain broke up the grounded 


oil tanker Braer into three pieces 
along the rocky coast of the south- 


A filibuster of koalas. 

A Hyannisport of chauvinists. 

An all-out raid of Baby Boomers. 

A pungent of wet dogs. 

A borborygmus of big iron dealies. 

A saskatchewan of troglodytes. 

A despicable of titmice. 

A riff of revolutionaries. ; 

A Yanni of New-Age moustache guys. 
A hypothesis of tuna. 


A SASKATCHEWAN OF TROGLODYTES 


By Steve Newman 


=| For the week ending | 
January 15, 1993 #4 


(©1963 Chronite Features 25. 


ern Shetland Islands. Most of its 
load of 24.6 million gallons of light 
crude poured into the North Sea, but 
the raging seas appear to have bro- 
ken up most of the spill, averting an 
environmental disaster. 


Dolphin Deaths ~ 

Marine researchers in 
ay Texas have discovered 

trace amounts of an agni- 
cultural pesticide in a coastal area 
where 112 bottlenose dolphins mys- 
teriously died last year. The dolphin 
stranding along Aransas and 
Calhoun countias led to speculation 
that heavy rains and flooding last 
spring had flushed pesticides and 
othercontaminants into Texas bays. 
The researchers had been unable to 
detect evidence of contamination in 
any of the animals since they were 
already badly dacomposed whendis- 
covered along the shore. 
Additlonal Sources: U. S. Climate Analysis 


Center, U. S. Earthquake Information Center, 
and the World Mateorological Organization. 
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“inherited trait.” 


R wont .Sh nie : i | ‘ 
Take ir 28 Leave rr 6) vi. Bova —aa 
; Jealousy, too, has been labeled an 


Q. If a house is built exactly on the city 
limits between two towns, how is it 
decided which town gets to tax the 

householder? : 
_ A. By the placement of the master 
bedroom. Where the householders go 
to bed is said to be where they live. 
Cyrus the Great of Persia got pretty 
uspet when his horse drowned in a 
river. So he sentenced the river to 
death. — 

. About a decade ago, mapmakers 
added a couple more places to their 
list of uninhabitable islands in the 
South Pacific. When word of the first 
| came in, they named it Injury. When 

| _ the second was reported shortly 

‘  thereatter, they called it Insult. 


The two most lethal weapons are 
guns and cars. One man did more 
than any other to quiet both. Hiram 
Percy Maxim invented the silencer 

and the muffler. 


Snakes don't dream. 
French parents cannot legally name 
, baby girls “Prune,” “Cherry,” or 
“Vanille.” 


How many times can a woman expect 
to fallin love? Statisticians claim they 
can verify averages of the last dozen 
years with some accuracy. They say 
4.8 times remains typical for the 
American female. 
One out of every six pieces of mail. 
' worldwide is U.S. junk mail. 


~ Q. What was the first country in the 


world to launch a birth control policy? 
’ A. Japan. In 1948. 


The first Coca-Cola, according to the 


historical footnotes, was stirred up ina © 


three-legged iron pot with an oar out 
in old Doc Pemberton’s backyard. He 
invented it in 1886 as a hangover 
cure. 


The sight of the U.S. Capitol is hardly 
unfamiliar to President Clinton. The 
* Arkansas Capitol building in Little 
Rock is a replica. Filmmakers some- 
times use it as a background for 
Washington, D.C. scenes. 

An old law of Rochester, Minn., 
stipulates you can’t go swimming in a 
public pool unless police inspect your 

bathing suit. 


’ The sponge, though an animal, ha 


organs. 


Q. Isn't the U.S. Army the nation's 
largest job-training orgainization q 
A. Next to McDonald's it Is. 
Debate continues about high suicide 
rates among dentists, chemists, 
certain specialized doctors. : What s 
rarely pointed out, writes a retired 
nurse, is suicide tends to be unusually 
high among any professionals who 
have easy access to prescription 
sy drugs. 


Another word for left-handedness is 
.“mancinism.” 
Vegetarians insist they get more for 
less. One hundred calories of grain 
only makes about 15 calories of beef. 
A small school of practitioners be- 
lieves groaning tunes up the cardio- 
vascular system to stave off strokes 
and heart attacks. They groan daily. 
For the vibrations. These are sup- 
posed to-relieve tensions. A mentor to 
them, Dr. Louis M. Savary, is quoted 
as offering only one piece of advice: 
“Groan alone.” 


killed off the free road maps? 
= ys Arab oil embargo in the 
Autumn of 1973. A year earlier, oil 
companies handed out 250 million 
maps, more than ever before. 


The psychologist Allan Fromme said, 


_“Eyen the happiest child has moments 


when he wishes his parents were 
dead.” 

If that footprint looks like the footprint — 
of a miniature human being, it belongs 
to a raccoon. 

Every car taken off the road in Austra- 
lia has to be turned over to a car 
dealer for recycling. That's a new law 
there. 

One surgical operation to cure snoring 
is “Uvulopalatopharyngoplasty.” You 
don’t hear it mentioned much. 
Researchers claim the average man 
gets a haircut every 20 days. 


Far more dogs than cats are obese. 


‘Go South Of The Border'! . 


Mexiskins « Spicy Chicken Nachos « Mexichicken 
* Chicken Breakfast Mexicana » Mexiburger « 
Mexican Omelette * Taco Salads » Spicy Fries 
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30 Crafts Ave., Northampton You It 


BUY ONE, GET ONE  82y any one item from our new menu & 


| FREE!! 
—— Jcmon tt Mel ayy 


OPEN SUN-THURS 6am-3am FRI & SAT OPEN 24 HOURS.NEXT T 
SUPER STOP & 5 A of ee 


pm. 
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'] 


WITH THIS COUPON!! 


recelve the second item FREE!! 
Minimum purchase of $3.55 required. HIGHER 
PRICE PREVAILS + DAILY SPECIALS EXCLUDED « 
NO OTHER DISCOUNT OR PROMOS APPLY. 
EXCLUDES SCALLOPS & STEAK DINNERS. 
10-93 


Ep 2- 
PRESENT COUPON BEFORE ORDERING 
BREAKFAST SERVED ANY TIME. 


OPEN 24 HRS: 
FRI. & SAT. 


PIES 
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CALL 
585-0414 
FAX 


WEL «585-0417 
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Environmentally 
Responsible Products 
Ask About Our NEW 

Natural Foods Discount Club 


17 Strong Ave * 584-0010 
Next to the Eastside Grill 


_ Mark J. Cook 


COUNSELOR & ATTORNEY AT LAW 


1s pleased fo announce the opening 


FAX: (413)323-4257 vs va 
316 Mill Valley Road, Belchertown, MA 01007 


No | 
; of his law offices. H 
; : ome 
Charge _ % General Practice of Law ings as : 
For. —S‘*” Criminal Defence Gai eee : 
Landlord/Tenant Disputes cont enor 
Initial «° Entertainment Law Ke ailabl 
x : aval € 
‘Consultation (413) 323-4415 : 


You'll Feel Great 
After Soaking 
In a Hot Tub at 


CAST 
HEAVEN 
~4Ol 1U88,"¢ 
a > 


Open till 1AM:* 7 days 1 week 
FOr Reservations r Bae 6843 


33° West St. e Nortt 


lampton 


NIGHTCLUB 
(EIT TE 


LIVE MUSIC and DANGE GLUB 
ance Club... 


Wednesday 
DANCING W/DJ DENNIS R. 


Thursday 
_ Eighteen and Over 
DANCING WITH DJ DENNIS R. 
WHMP’s Anne Spenner 
Broadcasting Live! 
Friday 

DANCING WITH D)] JEFF 
ee Free Admission before 10pm ee 
e Free All Night with Cllege 1.D. © 

Saturday 

THE AREA’S BIGGEST AND 

BEST SATURDAY NIGHT 


DANCE PARTY WITH DJ DAVE 
Featuring the Best Dance Hits From 
The 70’s, 80’s and 90’s 


Mt. Tom Ski Pass Giveaways 


Live Music... 
Thurs. Jan 28 © 9pm ° 18+ 
Rolling Stones Tribute 
THE BLUSHING BRIDES 
The Choice 
Fri., Jan 29 ¢ 9pm 
. Free Rock Friday 
LITTLE JIMMY 
& THE BAD BOYS 

ee Free Before 10pm ee © 
° Free All Night with College ID © 
Sat., Jan 30 ° 9pm 
RIPPOPOTAMUS 
Tues., Feb 2 © 8pm 
Country/Southern Rock 
MARSHALL TUCKER BAND 
Bear Mountain 
Thurs, Feb 4 © 9pm © 18+ 
Led Zepplin Tribute 
PHYSICAL GRAFFITI 
Fri, Feb 5 © 99m © Rock 102 
Free Rock Friday 
RATTLE & HUM 
(U2 Tribute) 
Sat, Feb 6 © 9pm © WRSI 
Live & Unplugged 
JAMES COTTON 
Featuring Luther Tucker & David Maxwell 
Mon, Feb 8 ¢ 8pm © 18+ 
Off Campus Presents 
WIDESPREAD PANIC 
3 Kets for all shows available at N’ton 
»0 86-8686, Strawberries, Rap 
boro, For The Record in 
st, About Music in Greenfield, & 
Ticket Pro: (800) 828-7080. 


U Pearl Street, Northampton 


(41 3) 584-7771 
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IS THE ANSWER 


What's the question? 


1) Who can we get, part time, to 
help with billing and data entry? 


Rear eeeae 


2) What's the only word in English 
that has three sets of adjacent 
double letters? 


Massachusetts’ drst 
comic newspaper 
is looking for a bookkeeper 
a few hours every week. 
Flexible hours, 
flexible people 
(most of us can touch our toes). 


Interested parties can 
GALL 586-2274 
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HAIR OF THE DOG by Flaherty 


"yes, IT CONCUR, 1T’S MOST DEFINITELY 
THE RESULT OF A RARE PARASITIC ORGANISM 
THAT WORKED ITS WAY INTO THE Foor CHAIN." 
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Wilmington 
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f TBALL 


Want your event 
to be really special? 


Then hire the best: 


THE GAMES MAN 


Unique entertainment for all events. 


VOTED 
"BEST 
CHILDREN'S 
ENTERTAINER® 


Teens, adults, and 
grandparents love the 
Games Man, too! So, for © 
professional performances 
that are playful, 
participatory, interactive, 
non-competitive,and 
guaranteed FUN or your 
money back, call today! 


(413) 247-3322 


BOX 463 HAYDENVILLE, MA 01039 
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° E-6 Slide ¢ Color and B&W 
Processing Ilfochrome 


Prints from 
Slides 
* Slide Duplicates 
« Art Copy 


¢ Contact Sheets 


¢ Proofing 


and Film 
Development 


Your Local Source For Quality 


Services and Supplies. 
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THE FAR SIDE _ 


: By Gary LARSON 
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“You're not fooling me, Ned. ... Taking a long walk 
on the beach sounds romantic, but I know you're 
just looking for crustaceans.” 


Kennedy Silkscreened 


Fast Service, Top Quality 


Kennedy Screen Graphics is 
the Valley's first choice for cus- 
tom silk screening. Hundreds 
of companies, schools, and 
groups know that for quality, 
design, fast delivery, and af- 
fordable pricing you can't beat 
Kennedy Screen Graphics. 


Most Complete Product Line 
Kennedy is much more than 


just T-shirts. We offer a 
complete line of jackets, hats, 


ies 
My friends, feast your 
ae Brides hahneli -- 


il of butterflies! 


too many jealous ears, and that night, as he stumbled 
from the bar, he was etherized by an unknown 
assailant and “relieved” of his trophy. 


sweatshirts, athletic wear, and 
other accessories. Your imagi- 
nation is the only limit to what 
we can produce. 


Custom Artwork and Logo 
Design for Your Wearables 


* We can use your company 


logo, slogan, or any artwork 
you provide. Screen it in one, 
two, three or full color for the 
ultimate look. Or if you need 
artwork created for your project, 
Kennedy offers complete and 
professional design services. 
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a heck of a lot more than just slap your face.” 


n Wearables, 
Advertising That Just Keeps Selling for Your Business! 


| 

i On et 50° reen 
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: Graphics Shirt ordackoco gel 


Clip and save, coupon 
a for $50.00 off on we ae HA 
order of $500.00. Or save 
pa: a ay ead with this 
n. Mus: 
upon ordering. ge 
i ae 2.26.93 
a os 


i 


“You're darn lucky, Saunders. ... If that rhino had 
really respected you as an enemy, he’d have done 


eee BEE EH 


4 


tre [er aed by esvereal Pras Syrecae 


4 

ob 
& 
= 

(63 
5 


3 
s 
z 
z 
y 
S 
s 
ES 
& 


HEWEY'S 


J REPTILE. 
| FARMs+i” 


FREE COFFEE! 


“We're screwed, Marge. Big Al was our star attraction, Scenes that make a Femi F A 
the king of the show. ... And now he’s gone.” crow smile With no one looking, Konor would secretly 


sprinkle on a few sprouts. 
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Snake department stores 


\AUT 


That ? Well, back in 62, we hada real 
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And then, just as he i at became the impolite as they were, the other bears could never 
Sg sien ran oul utes vached On. help staring at Larry's enormous deer gut. 
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Leold at 15 3 


by Roger&Salem Salloom 


One of my older friends, 
Ronnie Lavestall, had a role in a 
Shakespearean play. After the shows 


he started wearing his tights home 


under his jeans. 

! guess he _ loved 

Shakespeare. , 

Ronnie actually had 
some problems which surfaced later 
in his life. 

He couldn't free himself from- 
the things which tormented him. He 
tried putting his hands inside himself 
to extract the fiendish devils which 
lived in him. It worked for a while. 
But then Ronnie would have to exor- 
cise them again and again. 

____Inshort, Ronnie knew how to 
have a good time. 


You CANT RIDE THE 
ve \F YOU DONT CLIMB 
THE HILLS. 


HES SO LAZY 


DNT COME OUT HERE 
5 AND SELFISH. 


To WORK’ 1 CAME OUT 
HERE TO RIDE AND 
HAVE FUN! 


T COULD IF 
YoU PULLED 


'M THE MASTER 
A! T'D SURE LUKE TO |} WITH THIS FORT AT LAST, I 
eas Soa ME COME | [ARSENAL OF 200 SNOWBALIS] | OF MY FATE! TLL STAY 
INSIDE WOW. NoBopY CAN TELL ME WAT 
TO Do! I CAN STN OUT 
HERE ALL DAN? 


TS Too 
COLD OUT. 


EGGPLANT 
CASSEROLE 
TONIGHT ? 


f NOTHING I DO |] MY FAMILY IS DYSFUNCTIONAL]s MY Bi 
\S NN FAULT. |] AND MY PARENTS WONT ; PRT OIe a rene 
EMPOWER, ME! CONSEQUENTLY) PROCESS, OF we 
: IM NOY SELF - qCODEPENDENCY? NEED 
ACTUALYZED! 2 Holistic. HEALING AND 
i ‘ BEFORE I'LL 
CCEPT ANY RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR MY ACTIONS ! 
= 
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ONE OF US NEEDS To STICK 
KIS HEAD IN A BUCKET 
OF ICE WATER. 


T love THE 
CULTURE OF 
YICTIMHOOD- 


WELLNESS 
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OBVIOUSLY, \F HE EVOLVED 
FROM A SNOWBALL, IT 
RAISES Toucl{ 
THEOLOGICAL 
QUESTIONS 


is THIS 
WOMAN LOOKING 


= A SNOWBALL? 


LIKE THE MORALITY OF 
THROWING ONES PRECURSORS 
AT SOMEONE ? 


SURE, AND WHAT 
ABOUT SHOVELING 
ONE'S GENETIC 
MATERIAL OFF 
THE WALK? 


\TS THAT MOMENT OF 
DAWNING COMPREHENSION 
T UVE FOR. 
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I TAKE NOUNS AND 
ADJECTIVES AND USE THEM 
AS VERBS. REMEMRER 

WHEN “ACCESS” WAS A THING? 
NOW (TS SOMETHING You Do. 
\T GOT VERBED. 


MANBE WE CAN ENENTUALIN MAKE 
VERRBING WEIRDS \ LANGUAGE A COMPLETE (MPEDIMENT 
LANGUAGE. To UNDERSTANDING. 


1 Uke To 
YERR WORDS. 


The Best In 


Comics © Back Issues 


WOW, CHOCOLATE CHIP COOKIE, NO, (TS GOT RAW EGGS IN IT AND ONE MORE NOSTALGIC 
BATTER! T LOVE \T BEFORE ITS You COULD GET SALMONELLA PART OF CHILDHOOD 


COOKED! CAN TL HAVE SOME ? POISONING. F GOES THBPPTH. Role Playing and Strategy Games 
PLEASE, PLEASE? ie a = 


Lead Figures & Paints 
Sports Cards 
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HMM... I PUT THEM DOWN... 
I WENT TO GET MY BOOK. | COULD 
I TOLD CAWNIN To SHOVEL THEN 

THE WALK... BEF 


Video Rental 


Specializing in American and 


Japanese Animation 


WHERE ARE MY GLASSES ? 
I THOUGHT THEN WERE 
RIGHT HERE. 


We Buy 
Used Comics 
& Games 


J WONDERED WKN YOU EAT 
\T WITH A FORK. 


ALSO, I DONT 
Use MILK. 
I JUST HEAT 
THE SNRUP. 


THIS WAY, THE HOT 
eS PATE JUST FALLS 
IN THE CRACKS. 


THE SECRET To MAKING No, So You 
GREAT HOT CHOCOLATE CAN FIT IN 
‘SR PUT THE TINY 

MARSHMALLOWS IN. FIRST. 


Comics & Games 
A8 North Pleasant Street 


(next fo Fire Station) 


(413)253-3480 


Hours: 114M-7PM Monday-Saturday 
11Am-5PM Sunday 


humor me 
by Izzy Gesell 


President Clinton has lifted the gag rule imposed by 
George Bush several years ago. We at the Comic News rejoiced at 
this announcement since we use gags all the time and had suffered 
under the gag rule. The mule stipulated that all humorous, or 
supposedly humorous, ideas had to be tried out on other people. 
Even ideas that no one wanted to take responsibility for had to be, 
under the gag rule, brought to completion. No professional could 
even mention the option of not uttering the joke or not finishing the 
cartopn. Our editor was barred from Suggesting that we “just forget 
it,” or reminding us that losing the thought was an option. 

Humor is held in high regard here. No one wants to give 
birth toa gag that is scomed ornotrespected, so we rely on the editor 
to counsel us as to our choices. Sure, he could advise us to keep the 
idea because we might get used to it. He could also suggest that the 
idea be given to someone else to develop. This is easier said than 
done because weall know how harditis to placean unfunny premise 
with someone else. In this society, folks only want hysterical 
material or stuff with great potential. 

; The Comic News staff was in a terrible bind because we 
were loose and easy with our humor. We would expose our ideas to 
anyone: delivery people; sales reps, people looking for other offices 
in the building. If you made eye contact with any one of us, we’d do 
it with you right then and there; puns, wisecracks, double entendre, 
jokes in dialect. It didn’t matter which way you liked it. To tell the 
truth, if no one was around, we’d do it by ourselves. 

For a while we tried to abstain from funny thinking 
altogether, butthat didn’t work. Unfortunately, getting a premise for 
a joke is just so damn exciting. The flash of inspiration comes, and 
you don’t think about the consequences of bringing the joke to term. 
We’ve all been in a situation where we think we’re so clever and 
blurt out a remark that we swear is hysterically funny, but as soon 
as it leaves our mouth, we regret it. The next day we can’t even face 
the person we told the joke to. Humiliated and feeling primal, we 
slither past snickering friends. The wisenheimers in our group call 
us up from pay phones and ask if we’d like to go the the High School 
Laff-Off and entertain “‘a couple of their friends,” Often, we’re in 
this position because of alcohol or other inhibition-inhibiting sub- 
stances. 

Until the gag rule, citizens of all kinds experimented with 
humorous material at will, confident we wouldn’t have to live with 
the idea if we didn’t want to. We knew that if the joke was really bad 
or it had been done by 47 comedians on TV or it was denigrating, 
offensive, or dangerous to our health, someone would advise us of 
aquick, clean, and legal way toend the joke. We had that option until 
George Bush knuckled under intense lobbying pressure from Op- 
eration Hee Haw. They hid their true agenda behind pseudo- 
scientific evidence that stated within each premise lies a fully 
formed joke. They claimed they were for free speech whether it was 
wanted or not. Their slogan was “every joke is funny to someone.” 
Few noticed how indifferent they were to the joke after it was 
uttered. 

The consequences of Operation Hee Haw’s success was 
severe. A nationwide rash of horrible humor, mindless comedians 
and endless comedy shows on TV broke out all over the Jand. The 
most severely affected were kids and narrow-minded adults. Itis this 
group that will benefit the most from the lifting of the gag rule. 
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ANGRY? HEAVENS NO, DEAR! UM. I GUESS 
WHY WOULDT BE ANGRY? DEAR! YOULL 50, BUTILL 
ITS TIME You &. 


STOPPED WORK: 
ING FORTHE COMMITTEE! ASSISTANT 70 THE ASSISTANT 
ATTORNEY GENERAL! i 


50 WHO'S THE ATTORNEY NO! HOW IM MEETING WITH THE REWEM 
YOURFAIRY GENERAL HER- DELIGHT- HERTODAY. ITS Me 1 ABT ee 
GODMOTHER SELF, I THINK. 

OVERAT  Z0EBAIRDAND 

JUSTICE, — TWEREINTHE 

DEAR? — SAME 
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James Whistler 
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Take the chill out of 
Chis Season 
with KARAVAN's | 
WARM CLOTHES] 
and 
HOT MUSIC !! 
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WOOL 
JACKETS and 
VeESiEsS 
from NEPAL and 
QUATEMALA 


SWEATERS 
from ECUADOR 


REGGAE, 
SOCA, 
SOUKOUS, 
Su NLS 


Ten ee 


IF YOU'RE SOMEONE I HAVEN'T 


HEARD FROM IN YEARS, AND 
YOU'RE CALLING BECAUSE OF MY 
NEW JOB, THANKS AND GOODBYE, 
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CHIMURENGA, 
JTUTU and more 
from 


Pan- Africa 
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great stuff you can afford q 


180 MAIN STREET 
; (corner Old South St & Main) 
| NORTHAMPTON, MA 01060 
SS 413 -585 -0815 


S. 


53- 7722 
Pleasant St., Amherst (behind Bonducci's Caf : 2 
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NO SKIS! 
NO TENNIS! 
NO SWIMSUITS! | 
“NO ROLLERBLADES! 


SPECIALIZED 
MONGOOSE 
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The Valley's Most Compre ensive ap Pac 
Included With Every New Bike Purchase. 


